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Serbia and Montenegro

Orange week

The Embassy of the Netherlands is 
organising the Orange Week from 

the 27th of June to the 2nd of July in 
order to mark the end of the Dutch 
presidency of the Council of the 
European Union. During the last 
week of June you can enjoy Dutch 
cuisine at the Deli Monday at Cultural 
Centre Grad, new Dutch films at 
Belgrade Youth Centre, photographs 
of Amsterdam and Belgrade and 
much more. We are also inviting you 

to do something for your communi-
ty by copying the Dutch volunteering 
model Nederland Doet. Grand finale 
of the Orange Week is on Saturday 
the 2nd of July, when Belgrade will 
turn orange. Join the Orange Bike 
Ride through the city, then enjoy a 
Dutch film in an open air cinema 
FilmStreet in Kalemegdan and end 
the day and the week at the big 
Orange Party in Kalemegdan. Follow 
us on Facebook for updates on 
events.

Dutch-Serbian Trade 
Mission
On the 30th of March, the SMEs 

trade mission was organized 
in cooperation with the Serbian 
Chamber of Commerce. The day 
took place at the venue of the 
Chamber of Commerce in the 
center of Belgrade. With 8 Dutch 
companies and over 50 Serbian 
companies participating, there 
was a high level of interest in the 
mission. The fields in which the 
Dutch participants are operating, 
range from consultancy and archi-
tectural design to ICT and 
nutrition. 
Deputy Head of Mission Mrs. Van 
Miltenburg opened the day with 
the opening panel with Mrs. 
Vukosavljevic of the EBRD, Mr. 
Jovanovic of the Serbian Chamber 

of Commerce and Mr. Van der 
Zijden, a Dutch entrepreneur from 
Stara Pazova. After the opening 
the B2B meetings started, in which 
the Dutch participants had the 
opportunity to meet and to dis-
cuss new business opportunities 
with their Serbian counterparts. It 
was an inspiring and fruitful day 
which was concluded with a net-
working cocktail on the roof top 
of the Embassy. Here the partici-
pants and other invitees were able 
to talk with each other in an infor-
mal setting. We hope the trade 
mission has led to useful contacts 
between the participants for fur-
ther cooperation and that this will 
benefit the economic ties between 
the Netherlands and Serbia. 
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The occasion of the networking 
reception after the Dutch-

Serbian Trade Mission on the 30th 
of March, was an excellent stage 
to launch the publication of the 
brochure on which the Embassy’s 
former intern, Harm Kern, has 
worked in cooperation with the 
Serbian Customs Authority. The 
brochure is called ‘A guide to 
Serbian Customs affairs for Dutch 
entrepeneurs’ and assists busi-
nesses to navigate more easily 
within the Serbian Customs Law. 
Moreover it contains the most 
important information concern-
ing Serbian import and export 
regulations. Deputy Head of 
Mission Mrs. Van Miltenburg 
proudly handed over the first copy 
to Mr. Milošević, assistant director 

of the Serbian Customs Authority. 
You can find the digital version of 
the brochure on our website: 

http://bit.ly/1sC810z

The waste transfer station in the 
municipality of Koceljeva has 

officially been opened. Ambassador 
Mr. Van den Dool attended the 
opening on the 5th of April, togeth-

er with Assistant Minister of the 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Environmental Protection Mr. 

Vesić, Koceljeva’s Mayor Mr. Ilinčić 
and Mr. Kleinjans of Ameco 
Environmental Services.  
The opening started with the distri-
bution of 800 garbage containers 

for households, of which the first 
10 were donated to an elementary 
school. Subsequently the waste 

transfer station was opened by 
unveiling the info sign and by the 
speeches of the guests of honour. 
The Ambassador highlighted in his 
speech the importance of a cleaner 
environment. He further stated 
that the recycling of resources 
means economic benefits for all 
the people involved in the process, 
new jobs and new ways to improve 
local services. 
The waste transfer station can 
receive the waste from the munici-
palities of Koceljeva and Vladimirci 
and will enable a more efficient 
management of waste, in line with 
the highest standards of environ-
mental protection.The project 
started in 2012 and has a total 
budget of EUR 750.000. This 
amount was delivered by the 
Netherlands Enterprise Agency 
(RVO) through the PROM program. 
The overall objective of the PSOM 
program is to stimulate significant 
environmental improvements on a 
sustainable basis in countries such 
as Serbia, which is labelled as an 
‘emerging market’ and a future 
member state of the European 
Union.  

Opening waste transfer station in Koceljeva

Launching of the Customs Brochure
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The 3rd edition of the RENEXPO 
Western Balkans took place in 
the BelExpocentar on the 20th 

and 21st of April. This international 
trade fair focused on renewable energy 
and energy efficiency. In total more 
than 80 exhibitors from all over Europe 
came to Belgrade to represent their 
company. Among the exhibitors were 
10 Dutch companies. Especially for 
them, the Embassy, in cooperation 
with the organizers of the fair, created 
the Dutch Pavilion. With an orange 
roof on the booths, the Dutch compa-
nies had their visibility increased. 
In the morning of the first day, Deputy 
Head of Mission Mrs. Van Miltenburg 
gave a speech at the opening of the 
fair. She highlighted the Dutch 
remarkable reputation in the field of 
renewable energy and she welcomed 
everyone to visit the Dutch Pavilion. 
After the opening, Mrs. Van Miltenburg 
invited Serbian minister for Mining 

and Energy Mr. Antić to show him 
around the Dutch Pavilion. The minis-
ter gladly accepted and visited every 
Dutch exhibitor before leaving the fair. 
During the fair, conferences were held 
on topics such as waste management, 

wind energy and solar power. On the 
second day the Embassy organized for 
the Dutch participants an interesting 
presentation about energy possibili-
ties in Serbia.

Dutch Pavilion at the RENEXPO on renewable
energy and energy efficiency

In the Netherlands King’s Day is a 
national holiday on which the 

Dutch celebrate the birthday of King 
Willem-Alexander. The celebration 
with the Dutch community in Serbia, 
took place at the Residence on 
Saturday the 23rd of April. To celebrate 
the King’s Day with the international 
community in Belgrade, the Embassy 
organized an orange-themed recep-
tion in Top of the Hub at the Ušće 
Tower. The reception was held on 
King’s Day itself, the 27th of April, and 
was powered by the Embassy’s Golden 
sponsors: Heineken, Vahali, Silver 
sponsors: Windvision, Levi9, Kupu-
jem-Prodajem and Bronze sponsors 
Nul Tien and Pheno Geno Roses. 
These are all Dutch companies oper-
ating in Serbia and the Embassy is 
proud and grateful to have them as its 
sponsors. 
After the welcoming with a glass of 

traditional Dutch liquor, Ambassador 
Van den Dool addressed the 370 
guests, including several Ministers of 
the Government of Serbia and the 
President of the Parliament. The 
Ambassador highlighted the strong 
ties between the Netherlands and 

Serbia and the effort the Netherlands 
put in the procedure for the EU acces-
sion of Serbia. The moment the sun 
set, the lights of the Ada Bridge and 
the Palace of Albania turned on in the 
orange colour. 

King’s Day Reception
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The third week of May is tradi-
tionally reserved for the most 
important business event in 

the area of agriculture in the 
Western Balkans - Novi Sad 
Agriculture Exhibition. The Dutch 
Embassy was represented by the 
Orange Pavilion assembling eleven 
companies. Technical Seminars on 
horticulture and pig production 
organized by the Agriculture 
Department of the Embassy attract-
ed lot of attention and interest 
among relevant stakeholders.  B2B 
meetings and social events were 
well visited and appreciated by the 
stand participants and by other 
Dutch companies having their pres-
entation at the Fair separate from 
the joint booth. For additional information about the stand partic-

ipants; seminars or other specific 
queries please contact BEL-LNV@
minbuza.nl 

Novi Sad Agricultural Fair
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On the 15th of April, Ambassador 
Van den Dool offi-

cially opened the new 
establishment of Dutch 
VNB Knitting in Grdelica 
in the municipality of 
Leskovac. The Amb-
assador was accompa-
nied by Ms. Božović, 
State Secretary for 
Environmental Protect-
ion, and Mayor Mr. 
Cvetanović. The Dutch 
company started pro-
ducing knitwear in 
Serbia in December 
2015. The total invest-
ment of VNB Knitting in 
Gredelica is worth bet-
ween EUR 500,000 and 
EUR 800,000. The 
municipality of Lesko-
vac backed the invest-

ment by providing the premises of a 
former local factory for a six-year 
period free of charge.The plant cur-
rently employs 35 people and they 
plan to have up to 80 employees by 
the end of 2018. In 2016 the compa-

ny expects to reach 35.000 units, 
which are primarily made of wool. 
The entire output is to be exported 
to mainly the Netherlands, Belgium 
and Germany.

Opening VNB 
Knitting

Business friendly 
Stara Pazova
In April the Economy and Trade 
Department of the Embassy visited 
Dutch entrepreneur Mr. Van der Zijden 
in Stara Pazova. The municipality of 
Stara Pazova is well known for its pri-
vate entrepreneurship and it received 
the Business Friendly Certificate South 
East Europe last year. Nowadays more 
than 1000 private companies and over 
3000 entrepreneurs are based in Stara 
Pazova, inter alia large international 
companies such as Delhaize, Nestlé, 
Volvo and Mercedes-Benz. The popu-
larity of Stara Pazova is partially to be 
due to its excellent geographical loca-
tion; close to the airport and next to 
the Danube and the highway between 
Belgrade and Novi Sad. Stara Pazova 
has its own agency, which supports 
companies 24/7 with their establish-

ment and other questions.  You can 
find more information about this on 
their website: http://www.investiraj-
teupazovu.rs/ 

PIB
As of this year and in the next three 
years, the Embassy will be hosting a 
PIB (Partners for International 
Business). The PIB is an instrument of 
the Dutch government that serves 
Dutch companies to go abroad and 
promote their technologies in partner-
ship with the Dutch government and 
the host country’s stakeholders. The 
Dutch government has provided sup-
port for the PIB on Serbia, and very 
soon the Embassy will kick off with a 
consortium of Dutch companies repre-
sentating water technologies and 
Dutch water management excellence. 
In line with the project, we are plan-

ning to have multiple seminars, pilot 
projects and workshops for local 
authorities and companies. You will be 
able to find more information on this 
project on the Embassy’s webpage in 
the near future.



6 eznewsletterJune 2016


