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The Netherlands was 
a Partner Country at 
the Belgrade Beer 
Fest in August

The embassy was a proud partner of 
the Belgrade Beerfest where several 

Dutch brewers (Amstel, Heineken, 
Grolsch, Bavaria but also new labels 
such as La Trappe, Jopen, De Molen 
and Lindeboom) presented more than 

20 labels of beer. The Orange Pub rep-
resented a miniature version of the 
Netherlands, with an interior that is 
decorated with iconic pictures from 
the Netherlands – flowers, the canals 
of Amsterdam, windmills, cheese and 

much more. TV screens were showing 
movie-clips about Dutch culture, 
sport, innovation and craftsmanship. 
All visitors were able to complete their 
orange experience with taking a photo 
in a photo booth with a famous Dutch 
background, such as the canals of 
Amsterdam, windmills or the Dutch 
national football team. 

New Ambassador and 
Deputy Ambassador
In August, the Embassy of the 
Netherlands in Serbia and in 
Montenegro welcomed a new Head 
of Mission and a new Deputy Head 
of Mission.
Mr. Henk van den Dool will serve as 
Ambassador of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands to the Republic of 
Serbia, also accredited to 
Montenegro, for the coming four 
years. Ambassador Van den Dool 
has been employed at the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands 
since 1987. He has a broad experi-
ence, working both in The Hague 
and in our diplomatic representa-
tions in Brussels (EU), Geneva (UN) 
and Warsaw. Earlier, Mr. Van den 
Dool served as Ambassador in 
Tirana (2008-2012) and in Riga 
(2012-2015).
The Embassy of the Netherlands in 
Serbia and in Montenegro also wel-
comed Mrs. Mariëlle van Milten-

burg as the new Deputy Head of 
Mission. Next to that function, 
Mrs. Van Miltenburg will also serve 
as the Embassy’s Counsellor on 
Economy and Trade. Deputy 
Ambassador Van Miltenburg has 
extensive experience within the 
diplomatic field, both at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the 
Netherlands (1998-2007) as in dip-
lomatic missions in Brasilia (2007-
2011) and New Delhi (2011-2015). 
The staff of the Netherlands 
Embassy wishes them a fruitful stay 
in Belgrade in the coming years.
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On September 9, the Serbian 
President Tomislav Nikolic 

received the credentials from the 
new Ambassador of the Netherlands 
to Serbia, Mr. Henk van den Dool. 
Ambassador Van den Dool stated 
that he would strive to further 
improve political and economic 
relations between the two coun-
tries, stressing that the Netherlands 
would continue supporting Serbia 
on the road to the European Union. 
The Ambassador welcomed the pro-
gress Serbia has made so far and 
encouraged Serbia to persist with 
the reform agenda. 
Accepting the credentials, President 
Nikolic said that Serbia highly 
appreciated the Netherlands taking 
an active role in supporting Serbia’s 
efforts on the path of European inte-
gration. The President further 

stressed that he found the support 
of the Netherlands in Serbia’s key 
priorities, as the implementation of 
reforms aimed at creating a modern 

society and in finding a just, com-
promise solution to the Kosovo-
Metohija issue, particularly 
important.

Serbian President Tomislav Nikolic receives

credentials of Dutch Ambassador
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On the 6th and 7th of October, the 
Ministry of Economy and the 

United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) in Montenegro 

organized an international confer-
ence on “Investment Policies and 
Potentials in Montenegro”. 
The main objective of the Conference 

was to present the policy measures 
and incentives that the Government 
of Montenegro and local authorities 
provide to potential investors in 
Montenegro, as well as existing loca-
tions that would be of interest to 
them. The Conference successfully 
gathered representatives of interna-
tional companies interested to invest 
in Montenegro and possibly to expand 
their business performance, primarily 
in the fields of wood-processing, agri-
culture (meat, diary, herbs, vegetable 
and fruit), metal and textile industry 
and other. 
The conference also marked the open-
ing of business zones in eight munici-
palities in Montenegro: Berane, Bijelo 
Polje, Cetinje, Kolasin, Mojkovac, 
Niksic, Podgorica and Ulcinj. These 
zones are intended to be used by a 
large number of companies and entre-
preneurs in the field of production or 
service, which provides additional 
benefits besides the mutual space. For 
more information on the business 
zones, investment in Montenegro or 
company registration in Montenegro, 
see:  www.bizniszona.me

On the 3rd of September, a delega-
tion from the Dutch embassy, led 

by Ambassador Mr. Henk van den 
Dool visited Vahali Shipyard, Zasavica. 
Vahali is one of the largest and most 
successful Dutch firms in Serbia, cur-
rently employing more than 350 peo-
ple in Sremska Mitrovica. 
The Dutch embassy visited Vahali to 
attend the christening ceremony of 
the vessel Amaviola, the first mile-
stone in the hopefully long history of 
this vessel. The ceremony was further-
more attended by employees of Vahali 
Shipyard, Mr. Koert Kamphuisen for 
AmaWaterways and the mayor of 
Sremska Mitrovica, Mr. Nedimovic. 
Amaviola’s godmother was Mrs. 
Svetlana Berak.

Visit of the Delegation of the embassy to
Vahali Shipyards 

International conference on  
“Investment Policies and 
Potentials in Montenegro”
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The Belgrade Investment Days, 
organized by the City of Belgrade, 

the Belgrade Chamber of Commerce 
and CEDEF on September 21st and 
22nd, brought together over 300 repre-
sentatives of the investment commu-
nity from 20 countries and three conti-
nents. The Belgrade Investment Days 
aims to link international investors 
and attractive projects in Serbia and 
Southeast Europe. The investors 
focussed at large infrastructural pro-
jects of the City of Belgrade, projects of 
public institutions and other local gov-
ernments, but also on investment and 
cooperation opportunities in the pri-
vate sector.
The Forum was opened by Serbian 
Prime Minister, Mr. Aleksandar Vucic, 
who stressed the need for an accelera-
tion of reforms to ensure dynamic 
growth in Serbia. He identified the 
completion of the privatization pro-
cess, the reform of public companies 
and the promotion of public adminis-
tration as the most important chal-
lenges ahead. He pledged that Serbia 
will preserve full internal stability and 
will contribute to regional stability at 
the same time.
The City of Belgrade had prepared 
more than 60 projects, valued at over 
€10 billion, to be presented to pro-
spective investors. Belgrade Mayor 
Sinisa Mali presented the projects, 
which were divided into “three pillars 
of development” of the economy of 

the capital city: infrastructure projects, 
direct investments and SME develop-
ment projects. 
Due to its great success, it has been 
decided that the event will take place 
on a yearly basis.

Support for the EU integra-
tion process of Serbia

At the beginning of September, the 
Agriculture Department of the embas-
sy together with German Agency for 
International Cooperation (GIZ) 
organized a three-day workshop as a 
support to the capacity development 

of Ministry officials that are directly 
involved in the negotiation process for 
the sector of Agriculture and Rural 
Development. The workshop was ded-
icated to the development of the 

Action Plan for Chapter 11 (Agriculture 
and Rural Development) as a possible 
opening benchmark of the negotia-
tion process for Chapter 11.
This activity was the result of the annu-
al meetings of the High Level Working 
Group between the Netherlands and 
Serbia. Upon the request of Ministry of 
Agriculture, the Dutch experts assist 
the Serbian colleagues on their road to 
the EU accession. The Dutch experts 
are supporting the Serbian Ministry of 
Agriculture to develop relevant struc-
tures, necessary procedures and an 
overall understanding of the Common 
Agriculture Policy, to be able to har-
monize national legislation with the 
corresponding acquis.

The Belgrade Investment Days
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On Wednesday, September 16, 
Deputy Head of Mission Mrs. Van 

Miltenburg hosted a delegation of the 
Dutch National Operations Center 
(NOC) at the rooftop of the embassy. 
The NOC deals with disaster manage-
ment in the Netherlands and had 
organized a study trip to Serbia to learn 
from the experiences of (governmen-
tal) organisations involved in the 
flooding that struck Serbia in 2014. The 
goal of the visit was furthermore to 
raise awareness of the fact that the 

Netherlands could also be struck by a 
flooding, and the effect a flooding 
could have on vital infrastructure, like 
power supply. The delegation also vis-
ited Obrenovac (pictured below, 2014), 
one of the cities that was hit hardest by 
the floods.

On October 20 and 22, the 
Agriculture Department of the 

Embassy of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic 
of Serbia and UNDP in Bosnia and 
Hercegovina, organized a two day sem-
inar on potato post–harvest manage-
ment.  The seminar was organized on 
October 20th at the Faculty of 
AgroEconomics in Cacak, Serbia and 
on October 22nd in Sarajevo. The sem-
inar was dedicated to potato growers 
and processors but also to advisory ser-
vices that provide assistances to potato 
producers on post-harvest manage-
ment. Prominent Dutch and Serbian 
lecturers made sure that participants 
gained information and knowledge on 
this important topic. The Dutch 

experts were from the University of 
Wageningen and the Postharvest 
Network, which is a community of 
companies, universities, research 
institutions and governmental organi-

zations that work together to reduce 
postharvest losses in developing and 
emerging countries. Additional infor-
mation can be obtained at bel-LNV@
minbuza.nl

Regional Seminar on Post-Harvest 
Management (SRB/BiH)
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New Interns

In August, the Embassy has wel-
comed two new interns. They will 

reinforce our team for the next six 
months. Rainier Jaarsma will be work-
ing in the field of Press, Culture, Public 
Diplomacy & Rule of Law, while Sander 
van de Laar will work at the Economics 
and Trade department. A warm wel-
come to Rainier and Sander!

NOC visits the Embassy


